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FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
 

COVENANT PROMISES - LOVE & THE HEART OF GOD 
 

MARCH 17, 2024 

 

Streaming Disclaimer: Our services are live-streamed and recorded for later viewing. If you have any concerns or questions about this, please see an usher. 
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Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Welcome 

Opening Song                     Give Us Your Heart 

The Gathering 

Prelude              
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Order of Confession and Forgiveness 
 
L:   Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who writes the law on our hearts, who draws all people together through 
 Jesus. 
C:  Amen. 
 
L:  Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
  
 

Silence For Reflection 

 
L:   Holy God, 
C:   we confess that we are caught in snares of sin and cannot break free.  We hoard resources while our neighbors 
 are hungry and cold.  We speak in ways that silence others.  We are silent when we should speak up.  We keep 
 score in our hearts.  We let hurts grow into hatred.  For all these things and for sins only you know, forgive us, 
 Lord.  Amen. 
 



5 

The Word 

The Peace 
We receive and extend to one another the gift of Christ’s peace. You may greet one another  and say “peace be with you” or       
similar words. 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

Greeting and Prayer of the Day 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray,  
C:  O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our prayers. Strengthen us to bring 
 forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

1 Give me oil in my lamp 
 Keep me burning 
 Give me oil in my lamp I pray 
 Give me oil in my lamp keep me 
 burning 
 Keep me burning till the break of day 
Chorus  

2 Give me joy in my heart 
 Keep me praising 
 Give me joy in my heart I pray 
 Give me joy in my heart keep me 
 praising 
 Keep me praising till the break of day 
Chorus 

Chorus 
Sing hosanna sing hosanna 
Sing hosanna to the King of kings 
Sing hosanna sing hosanna 
Sing hosanna to the King  

Give Me Oil In My Lamp  

CCLI Song #4755580 
Words: Public Domain; Music: Public Domain 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License #2933416  

Children’s Sermon                                              Candace Perkola 

L: Here is a flood of grace: Out of love for the whole world, God draws near to us, breaks every snare of sin, washes 
 away our wrongs, and restores the promise of life through ☩ Jesus Christ. 
C:   Amen.   

A Responsive Reading From           Psalm 119:9-16 
 
L:   How can young people keep their way pure?  By guarding it according to your word. 
C: With my whole heart I seek you; do not let me stray from your commandments. 
L: I treasure your word in my heart, so that I may not sin against you. 
C: Blessed are you, O LORD; teach me your statutes. 
L: With my lips I declare all the ordinances of your mouth. 
C: I delight in the way of your decrees as much as in all riches. 
L:  I will meditate on your precepts, and fix my eyes on your ways. 
C: I will delight in your statutes; I will not forget your word.  
 
L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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Reflective Song                                Blest Be the Tie That Binds 

A Reading From                  1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 

 

  You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, but though we had already 
suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you know, we had courage in our God to declare to you the 
gospel of God in spite of great opposition.  For our appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, 
but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to 
please mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts. As you know and as God is our witness, we never came with 
words of flattery or with a pretext for greed; nor did we seek praise from mortals, whether from you or from others, 
though we might have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a nurse tenderly car-
ing for her own children. So deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share with you not only the gospel of 
God but also our own selves, because you have become very dear to us.   

  
L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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The Gospel Reading                                   John 12:20-33 
                                                                     (Congregation standing) 

 
L:    The Holy Gospel of St. John, beginning in the twelfth chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

  
 Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks.  They came to Philip, who was from 
Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.”  Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip 
went and told Jesus.  Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.  Very truly, I tell 
you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 
Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life.  Whoever serves 
me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 
 “Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I 
have come to this hour.  Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will  
glorify it again.”  The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to 
him.”  Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine.  Now is the judgment of this world; now the 
ruler of this world will be driven out.  And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.”  He said 
this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.  
 
L: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Preaching of the Good News                                                   Kris Perkola, MTS 

Hymn of the Day                           I Bind unto Myself Today 

Continued on next page………….. 
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Apostles’ Creed (Please stand)         
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell.  On the third day he 
 rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
 living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the  
 resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Meal 

The Offering                                                   

Musical Offering                                        

Prayers of the People (Congregation standing) 

L: Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-being of creation, and a world 
 in need. Let us pray,   
 
Each petition shall conclude with: 

L: Lord in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 
The Prayers conclude: 

L:  Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  
C:  Amen. 

The Offertory                   
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Offering Prayer 
L:  Let us pray, 
C: Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal.  Bless these gifts that we have gathered that all people 
 may know your goodness.  Feed us not only with this holy food but with hunger for justice and peace.  We pray 
 this in your name.  Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts! 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise! 

Words of Institution 

Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
 heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
 us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
 glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Holy Communion 

We practice “Open Communion,” acknowledging that Jesus welcomes all persons, sinners and saints alike, to the table.  All means ALL.  Please 
come forward by the center aisle and receive the Sacrament in a continuous line, exiting by the side aisles.  Communion is by intinction.  We offer 
a chalice of wine and a chalice of white grape juice in which you may dip the bread.  Gluten-free wafers are available; please ask for them at the 
altar, if needed. The body of Christ, given for you.  The blood of Christ, shed for you. The communicant may say: Amen. 
Infants who are not yet ready to receive food will receive a blessing.  Parents who have questions about the practice of open communion may 
instruct their children to receive just a blessing. 
Communion can be served to those who are not physically able to join us for worship. Please speak with an usher if you know of someone who 
would desire communion from Sunday's table brought to them. 
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The Sending 

The Benediction (Congregation standing) 

P:   The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face to shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
 In the name of the Father, and of the Son †, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:   Amen. 

Communion Blessing (Congregation standing) 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace until life everlasting. 
C:   Amen. 

Sending Song                                     Come Thou Fount Come Thou King 
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Announcements 

Blessed and Sent to Serve 
 
L: On this St. Patrick’s Day, let us remember that God is calling us to proclaim the Good News of Jesus near and far. May 
 we be unified in the purpose of sharing this story of the wonderful love God has shown us through Jesus with service 
 to others and by….  
C: Inviting a friend to worship!  

Dismissal  
 
L:   Go in peace, serve the Lord.  
C:   Thanks be to God! 

If you are worshipping with us at 9:00 am we kindly ask that you leave your bulletin on the back table on your way out for those 
that are worshipping at 11:00 am.  We wish to be good stewards of our environment and resources.  A digital copy of “The Light” 

can be found on our Website at epiphanysuwanee.org  
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Join us for Holy Week Services 
March 24th through March 31st 

 

Palm Sunday……………..…….….…..9am & 11am 
 

Maundy Thursday……………....Noon & 7:30pm 
 

Good Friday………………..……...Noon & 7:30pm 
 

Easter Sunrise (Suwanee Town Center)… 7am 
 

Easter Services (Epiphany)……….9am & 11am 
Easter Egg Hunt @ 10am 
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Ministers: The People of  God 
Pastor: Chris Hermansen 

Interim Associate of  Youth Ministry: Kris Perkola 
Director of  Worship and Music: Michael Parker 

Worship Production: Steve Belfield 
Worship Accompanist: Bill Nunes 

Treasurer: Matt Ilgen 

1350 Peachtree Industrial Blvd., Suwanee, GA 30024 
(770) 831-1966 ~ info@epiphanysuwanee.org 

www.epiphanysuwanee.org   

Text EPIPHANYGA to 73256 
Use your bank's online bill pay feature to set     

up recurring giving  
Mail a check to Epiphany 
Drop it in the offering plate on Sunday 

 

Sunday Worship Services, 
8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. (in-person and online) 

 
Wednesdays 

Mid-Week In-Person Holy Communion, 7:00 p.m. 

 


